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VALE JACK WHEELER ('J.R.W') 


Mr Jack Wheeler, a co-founder of our present 
Club, died on October 4. He had been in failing 
health for some years. | 

Jack was the Club's first Secretary, a position ‘ 
he held until 1957. When he left Ballarat to 
live in Geelong, he and his wife Trix were made 
life members of the Club. 

'J.R.W' began writing a weekly "Nature Notes" 
column in the Courier in the late 1950's, and 
continued this for 25 years. Although his main 
love was birds, his writing covered all aspects 
of nature and reached thousands of readers each 
Saturdays 

His influence over many years has been con- 
Siderable. Many people have 'J.R.W.' to thank 
for their heightened interest in, and appreciat— 
ion of, nature. 

I first met Jack Wheeler when I was 12 years 
old, and soon came to respect and admire him 
for his knowledge, energy, enthusiasm and thought 
fulnesse 

A major achievement in his life was the publi- 
cation of a booklet entitled " The Gare of Sick, 
Injured and Orphaned Birds and Animals", which 
has now spread all over the Nation, Particularly 


to Schools. Thousands of nature~lovers have 


been helped by this booklet. 


Jack also assisted me in writing "Birds of the 
Ballarat Region". He supplied details of bird 
observations he had made since the early 1950's. 

These notes of his bird sightings from all 
over Australia are now in my proud possesion, 
and are of tremendous value and interest, esp- 
ecially in regard to Lake Wendouree sightings 
and numbers, of more than 30 years agoe 

It is almost impossible to adequately summarise 
the life and achievements of Jack Wheeler. I 
remember him as @ great naturalist teacher, 


family man and friend. 
Roger Thomas. 


MORE ON THE NOISY PITTA 


On reading Frank's article on the Noisy Pitta in the 
last News Sheet I am prompted to add a sad tale. 
I was quite excited when I saw my first Pitta recent- 
ly at Green Mountain. I wondered why this particular 
bird did not rush away as I approached, even though 
he kept his distance. I learned later that this one, 
named Jo, was fed minced meat twice a day by Peter. 
Jo and Peter seemed to have a "symbiotic" relation- 
ship. Of course thisbird was regularly photographed 
and didn't seem to mind the flashes as the shutters 
closed on the cameras,so long as Peter was nearby. 
The really sad part is that during the week that I 
was at O'Reilly's two Pittas were brought in. They 
had been found on separate tracks on separate days. 
The birds were sent to Brisbane to find out the 
cause of death.:iThe previous week another bird had 
been found. 
It does seem to be a large proportion of fatalities 
for such a rarely seen bird. And what of the 
future for Jo? 

Felen Burress 3 


OCTOBER EXCURSION. 


A pleasant and interesting day was enjoyed by 
the members who accompanied our leader Roger 
Thomas for the October excursion. Mooneys Dam 
was ourfirst stop, situated in Tannery Rd Smythe- 
dale. The first bird to call as we moved away 
from the cars, believe it or not,was the Horse- 
field Bronze Cuckoo. As this was Roger's subject 
at our meeting night, what better way to start 
the day? The bird was calling from the cover of 
a Hawthorn Bush and proved somewhat difficult to 
locate but eventually we had quite a good sighting. 

On the dam a pair of Swans accompanied by their 
brood of six, sailed along in single file, a 
pretty sight in the morning sunlight. <A pair of 
Black Ducks, one Mountain Duck and a little Pied 
Cortiorant were also observed. 

Our next call was in the Piggoreet area, a most 
interesting spot with a wide range of interesting 
olants; some of those noted were Marianthus pro- 
cumbents, Stackhousia monogyna, Brachycombe multi- 
Tida, arly nancys, Pink Fingers,Peach Heath and 
Leopard orchids. For the birdo's, Scarlet Robins 
were nesting at a height approx. twenty feet in 
a Scentbark whilst Spotted Pardalotes were trying 
their luck burrowing into the bank almost under 
the road. I hate to think what might happen if 
there are any heavy vehicles using that road | / 
Mistletoe Bird, Rufous Whistler and Brown galcon 


Ap 


eens among some of the other birds noted. After 
lunch seven more members joined us at the B.O.c. 
paddock. Three more Cuckoos were noted— Fantailed 
Pallid.and Shining Bronze. A large flock of 
Yellow Tailed Black Cockatoos flew overhead, with 
their lovely slow wing beat,and distinctive loud 
call. The day finished on a high note with more 
than one hundred White Browed Wood Swallows 
Soaring overhead while we enjoyed afternoon tea, 

+t was about this time one of our members put 
on @ fine display of the Jitterbug, or it could 
a rain dances I'll bet Geoff makes sure he is 
not standing on an ant's nest on his next bird 
observing trip. 

A hearty vote of thanks must go to Roger for 
a@ most enjoyable day. His keenness and hovpe- 
fully some of his knowledge might have rubbed 
off on some of us during the day. If it did, 
we are just that little bit more experienced 
Field Nat's than when we left home that Sunday 
morning. Approximately 48 bird species were 
seen for the day and some 50 plant speeles 
where identified. 

Ken Hammond. 
. THE MAGDALA GOLDMINE, STAWELL 
On the 1h of October about 42 members of the 

Western Victorian Field Naturalist Clubs Associa- 
tion (including four members of Ballarat F.N.C.) 
went on an excursion to the Magdala Goldmine at 


at Big Hill in Stawell. The mine is: owned by 
Mio 


Cont. 
Western Mining Company and Central Norseman 


Mining Company, who are joint venturers. The ex+ 
cursion was,aled by the project manager Mr. Brian 
Micke but due to a last minute trip to Melbourne 
he was unable to attend. The foreman replaced Mr 
Micke. We were split into two groups, one going 
down the mine, the others. looking at the machines 
used for processing the ore. 

The second group were taken around frontend 
loaders, bulldozers and a tip truck with tyres 
worth $4000 each and the payload capacity of lO 
tonnes would easily crush a car should it get in 
the ways There was also a very weird looking 
machinéthat goes down the mine and drills holes 
for the explosive charges. This is: fired when 
the mine is clear off men and equipment, Hopefully 
leaving several chunks of Gold! 

After about ‘twenty minutes, very hot and tired, 
we were shuffled into the workers recreation roome 
Th2ve ws looked at the information about the 
mine. Some members tried their luck on the huge 
mullock hegp but all they found was fool's gold 

(iron pyretes). After about half an hour the 


others returned and got out of the specially 

designed truck to take "tourists" down the mineo 
The MagdalA Decline is different to most mines, 

going down on a gradual Slope instead of vertical. 


The mine goes down two and a quarter Kilometres 
with several branch shafts. The mine is very 


interesting in the way it gets rid of excess water; 


6. 


f 


Cont. 

the water runs down the side of the roadway and 
runs into a pipe system that gets rid of the 
water by pumping it. to the surface and into sev- 
eral dams. several members sitting at the front 
of the truck got quite wet because of water drip- 
ping down from the roof. When we got to the 
bottom of the mine we found that it was covered 
in mud and water (luckil our truck was a four 
wheel drive). The ventilation shaft was directly 
above us on the Big Hill lookout. On the way up 
we had a Jo@el at another shaft which was off the 
main shaft and we were guided by a red laser, 
which we could see. We stopped again to have a 
look for some gold in a reef, and then we were 
off to the surface. When we got to the surface 
we went to look at the open cut mine from the top 
of the mullock heap. We returned to the car park 
and drove off to the plantation meeting spot for 


lunch. David Williamson. 


OBSERVATIONS. 


L. Fink Many Sarus Cranes near Cairns also 


Kmerald Winged Dove, Silver Eyes all very 
tame. Lewin Honeyeater at O'Rielys eating 
sugar from bowl in cafe 

H. Hooper Mountain Ducks at Bungaree. 

H. Burgess Lake Wendouree very full, Black Tail 
Native Hen and Moorhen seen at Mary's 
Mount. 

R, Thomas Reed Warblers singing beautifully, 
Crimson Rosellas a pest at Lake Hildons 


and from M. Rotheram...... There was wild excitement 
at 13 Jolinson St in the heart of starling country 
on October 25. A silvery downward trill heralded 
the presence of a White-throated Fairy Warbler 
(or Gerygone) in the plane tree outside my house. 
The tiny yellow breasted bird flitted around for 
about half an hour in various gardens in the 
immediate vicinity - part of a general influx of 
silvereyes, starlings and sparrows, perhaps 
following an insect swarm. The delicate song has 
been described as a 'falling leaf' call. 
It became familiar to me on a recent trip to 
Queensland when a White-throated Warbler was 
perched within a few feet of the car at Monto. 

This is only the second one I have seen in 
this district. The first was on a BOC trip to Mt 
Beckworth in November 1980, when a sighting by 
Bob Dunstan caused much excitement. In their 
handbook "Birds of the Ballarat Region" Roger 
Thomas and Jack Wheeler list the bird as a rare 
visitor, with a previous city sighting a Lake 
Wendouree in mid Nov. 1977, also at the White 
Swan at that time. Most of their records have come 
from Clarkesdale. 

Johnson St (off the eastern end of Webster St) 
is an extraordinarily urbanised area to rate a 
visit. It is frequented by starlings, sparrows, 
blackbirds, turtledoves, the occasional pigeons, 
goldfinches, silvereyes, magpies and ravens - a 
sad comedown from the long birdlist I had at Mt 
lelen. ftlowever, native trees are appearing in the 
street and as of last summer the native bird list 
began to grow — Eastern Spinebill, Red Wattlebirds, 
astern Rosella, Musk Lorikeets.... and now a 
White-throated Warbler! No-one can say we don't 
try around here. S 
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